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Scott Voorhies            

    
Email: svoorhies@tmpsantafe.org
505-269-2094

TMP Office: (505) 428-7320

Course Website:  http://tmpbotany.yolasite.com/
Course Overview:

The second semester of Botany will focus on plant families, fungus, plant diseases, and uses of plants.  Every Thursday we will do project work on a variety of projects.  Each student will select a project to write a Research Paper on.  The Research Paper will be due at the end of the semester with graduated due dates along the way. Assignments and due dates will be posted on the course website.  Readings will be from “Botany for Gardeners”, “Botany in a Day”, and online articles.  Expect to have one quiz a week and two tests, a midterm and a final.    Classes meet Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday at 11:00 in room 318, and Friday at 12:00 in room 317.  Please call, text, email, or see me in person if you ever fall behind or have any questions.  
TMP COURSE POLICIES

1. Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in a zero for that assignment.  In addition, SFCC will place a student on academic probation if the student violates the academic integrity policy (see SFCC Student Handbook).

2. Assignments are due at the beginning of class.  Be sure to complete each assignment before the start of class and be ready to turn it in when you get to class.

3. If you are absent from a class, it is your responsibility to get caught up.  Come meet with me so that I can help you with what was missed.  You can always stay up to date with assignments and materials on our class website: http://tmpbotany.yolasite.com

4. In order to better prepare our graduates for the strict deadlines and realities of college, TMP has adopted a policy that TMP teachers will not accept any assignment after the due date for full credit.  

· An assignment turned in within 24 hours of the class period it was due will be dropped 11 points on a 100 point scale (or one letter grade).  An assignment turned in within 48 hours will be dropped 21 points (or 2 letter grades) and after 48 hours, the assignment will receive a 0.  

5. Excused Absences: When a student misses class because of illness or any other excused absence, assignments are due the day that the student returns, not the next time that the class meets.  Tests must be made up during free time on the day of return.  If there is a protracted illness that makes this difficult, the student or parent needs to contact each teacher to set a date for assignments to be due.

6. Unexcused Absences: If a student misses a class period and the absence is unexcused, the student may not turn in the work due that class period and they receive a zero for the assignment.

7. Revision of Work: Students who turn assignments in on time are allowed to revise them based on the teacher feedback.  Students are allowed three days from the day the assignment is returned to revise an assignment and turn it in for a higher grade.  We believe that there is more value in revision than in throwing away a paper that is not very good.  Assignments that are turned in after the due date are not allowed to be revised.
8. Tardiness to class is disruptive to the learning process and does not reflect excellence.  Any unexcused tardy to any TMP class of 10 minutes or more will result in a detention.  Any three tardies to the same class of less than 10 minutes will result in a detention as well.  Tardies will be tracked in each class.  
9. Netbooks/laptops are not to be used in the classroom unless other circumstances are needed (discuss this with me) or if the instructor directs the students to use them.

10. I am always here to help.  If you find yourself falling behind or are unsure about a topic, please come meet with me.  We only succeed if we work together.
GRADING

· Grades will be posted on Edline.  Please stay up to date with your Edline account as teachers do make mistakes!

· TMP Grading Scale:

A+(97-100)=4.0; A(93-96)=4.0; A-(90-92)=3.7

B+(87-89)=3.3; B(83-86)=3.0; B-(80-82)=2.7

C+(77-79)=2.3; C(73-76)=2.0; C-(70-72)=1.7

D+(67-69)=1.3; D(65-66)=1.0; F(below 65)=0.0

· Grades for each assignment have different weights as follows

Projects/Labs = 30%    Homework/Classwork = 40%    Tests/Quizzes = 30%
	Week
	Topics
	
	Major Assessments

	1
	· Introduction to Plant Families
	
	· Family Worksheet
· Signed Syllabus

	2
	· Characteristics of common Families
	
	· Family Posters

	3
	· Flowers:  Parts and Functions
	
	· Flower Worksheet

· Flower Lab

	4
	· Medicinal plants; ID and Traditional uses
	
	· Medicinal Plant Booklet

· Project Proposal

	5
	· Medicinal properties of plants
	
	· Medicinal plant worksheet

	6
	· Plant adaptations
	
	· Creative writing assignment

	7
	· Plant reproduction

· Review for midterm
	
	· Botany Midterm

	8
	· Nutrient requirements
	
	· SFCC Midterms

	9
	· Fungus
	
	· Fungus Lab

· Research Paper Literature Review

	10
	· Plant pests and diseases
	
	· Plant disease chart 

	11
	· Uses of plants by Humans
	
	· Topic Paper

	12
	· Chromatography
	
	· Chromo. Lab

	13
	· Transpiration and Osmosis
	
	· Mini Project Write Up

· Research Paper Data and graphs

	14
	· Careers in Botany
	
	· Career Essay

	15
	· Plants in a Changing World
	
	· Research Paper Due

	16
	· Review and Final Presentations
	
	· SFCC Finals

· Final Presentation


 
Botany Syllabus:  Spring 2013








“I have read this syllabus and understand the expectations and policies described.”


Student printed name________________________________________


Student signature _________________________________________ Date:__________________


Parent/Guardian signature_________________________________ Date:__________________








TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 


This schedule is meant to serve as an outline for the spring term.  It can and will change based on the pacing of the course.  Always look at our course calendar for the most accurate scheduling.  











