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Populus deltoids


Rio Grande cottonwood, Alamo


Salicaceae – Willow





This native of the United States is an erect, riparian, deciduous tree. When mature, the bark turns gray with flat ridges and deep furrows. Its crown of leaves is open and spreading. The alternate, thick, leathery, coarse-toothed, roughly triangular leaves are 2 to 3 inches long and 3 to 3 1/2 inches wide. The rather flat leaf stems are about 3 inches long. Veins branch out from a single midvein. They shimmer and shake in the wind like those of its relative, the Quaking aspen. In the movie, "Don't Fence Me In", Roy Rogers sang about this murmur of the cottonwood trees. The bright green leaves turn a golden-yellow in the fall.
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